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I would like to tell you a little about my time teaching
English in Oita, give you some advice to improve your
English ability, and reflect on my experience as a visiting
professor at the Open University Japan Oita Learning
Center.

First, [ will give you a little information about myself. I was
born and raised in the state of Rhode Island in the United
States of America. Rhode Island is located on the east coast
of America between Boston and New York City. It was one
of the original 13 colonies in America. It is also the smallest
of all 50 states and is only 60 kilometers wide and 77
kilometers long. Even though it
is so small, it is called the “Ocean
State” because it has over 650
kilometers of coastline. Rhode
Island is famous for its beautiful
beaches and delicious seafood.
Commodore Matthew Perry, who
visited Japan in 1853,was also
from Rhode Island.

After 1 graduated from college
in Rhode Island, I moved to San
Francisco, California,where I lived
and worked for several years. I
came to Japan 37 years ago and [
have been living and working in
Oita ever since. [ started my career
here as a part time college teacher.
In 1998 [ was hired as a professor
at Oita University of Nursing and
Health Sciences (OUNHS). I retired
from teaching there as a full-time
professor in 2023,and I am still
presently employed at OUNHS as
a part-time professor and as their
International Exchange Advisor. In 2020, I became a visiting
professor at the Open University of Japan Oita Learning
Center.

[ focus on English communication in my classes at OUNHS
and my extended lectures here at the Oita Learning Center.
In Japan, the focus in English-language teaching in schools
has been on grammar and vocabulary to help students pass
entrance examinations. However, while this is important,
most people want to be able to communicate in English.

I am often asked by students how they can improve their
English communications Kkills outside of class. Here is my
advice: (1) Don’t worry about using correct English all the
time. It's OK to make mistakes! (2) Read a lot of very easy
and enjoyable books ictionary and without

ing. Focus on enjoying the books when you read
them! (3) Find some YouTube channels for beginner level
listening students. The simpler the better! (4) Try to find
someone to practice your English with. We have an ESS
circle in the Oita Learning Center on Tuesday afternoons, so
why don’t you come and practice English with us!

Altogether, I have taught seven extended lectures at the
Open University of Japan Oita Learning Center. At OUNHS,
my students are all about the same age and they have
the same life goal, to become nurses. Here at the OUJ, the
students are all different ages, and are from different
backgrounds and have various life experiences. This has
been a challenge for me, but it has really helped me grow
professionally as a teacher! This is my last year, and [ am
set to retire from this school next March . After I retire, |
will have many happy memories of my time as a teacher at
OU]J Oita Learning Center!
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